This is an important moment in the history of human civilization.  To do effective activism, it’s important to consider:
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ONE: HUMANKIND HAS TRANSFORMED THE EARTH IN THE LAST 2 CENTURIES
·World population has gone from 1 billion to the present 7.3 billion.
·We have nuclear weapons, and nuclear proliferation.
·  We have airplanes and worldwide jet travel.

·We invented multistage rockets and have been to the Moon and back.
·Houses have electricity, indoor plumbing and central heating.
·Radio, telephones, TV, cellphones, the Internet, and GPS are commonplace.
·Millions of cars and trucks transport us.
·Fossil fuels (coal, oil and natural gas) power our houses, transportation and industries.
·Scientists:  Our Sun is one star of 200 billion in the Milky Way galaxy.
·Scientists:  The Milky Way is just one of hundreds of billions of galaxies.
TWO:  WE HAVE BEEN SUPREMELY SUCCESSFUL
·Billions of people have achieved freedom, prosperity and security.
·Our knowledge and beliefs have made us rich, powerful and comfortable.
·Mastery of technology, exponential use of resources, and cultural stories praising unlimited growth have given us extraordinary reproductive success.  
THREE:  BUT WE HAVE CRITICAL PROBLEMS
·Burning fossil fuels is changing the climate.
· Humans are decimating ocean life (acidification, overfishing, warming).
·We have out-competed other large animals, and crowded them out with our numbers.
·We have developed the ability to crash human civilization.
·Climate change, nuclear war, and overpopulation threaten human survival.



FOUR:  OUR CULTURAL STORIES
·Some of the stories cultures believe begin with religion.
·Biblical religions arose when the Earth was flat, small, and the center of the Universe.
·We were under the care and protection of God.  God particularly blesses America.
·American wealth and power and our opulent lifestyle are our divine birthright.
·This story is assumed by businesses, government, and most Americans.
·These stories are taught in families, churches, temples, mosques, schools, and the media.
· We know we are “right,” because our unconscious minds block observations and thoughts inconsistent with our beliefs and experiences.
·Knowing we are right, challenging cultural stories is literally “unthinkable.”



FIVE:  ADJUSTMENTS
·Cultural stories say our American way of life is basically as good as it can get.
·We seek to “fix” problems by “adjustments” that keep our comfortable way of life intact.
·Our activism is generally resisting what is wrong, to “fix” what is “broken.”
·But an endless stream of fixes is how we got to the present global problems.
·Our present cultural stories are not “broken” and cannot be “fixed:” they are obsolete.



SIX:  GLOBAL NEEDS
·Dr. David Pimentel says the Earth can support only 1 to 2 billion humans sustainably.  Other calculations are possible, but civilization requires water, food, and energy.
·Whatever our assumptions, the world’s population cannot exceed sustainable resources.
·Climate change already creates refugees and threatens to destroy human civilization.
·The world needs an economic system that can leave fossil fuels in the ground.
·The war system, besides being profoundly immoral, uses resources populations need.
·Nuclear and biological weapons especially threaten the human future.
·Extreme imbalances of wealth make democracy unsustainable and revolution inevitable.
·Modern communications mean the shared problems of humankind are well known.
·But the world needs cultural stories and common sense planetary morality for the times.


SEVEN:  NEW CULTURAL STORY
·We humans live to seek goals, which mostly reside as stories in our unconscious minds.
·We need new stories of who we are and what we are about, appropriate to these times.
·As conscious life, we are part of the Universe experiencing itself.
·We share responsibility for the future direction of life on Earth.
· Humanity needs stories of moral behavior for a shared future, on our shared planet.

EIGHT:   TRANSFORMATION
·Biological evolution is slow, but social evolution can be very fast in the Internet age.
· Obsolete cultural stories are not “broken,” cannot be “fixed,” and must be replaced.
·Adjustment is not enough.  Transformation is needed.
·The old society, like the caterpillar, must be consumed to make the butterfly.
·First our own thinking must be transformed; we must live in the New Story.
·The Internet allows us to communicate, dialogue, and broadcast what is needed.

NINE:  WHAT CAN WE DO?
·Embrace the new Story.
·Model new thinking and action, in our existing lives.

·Trust fellow citizens to help (according to their abilities).
· Trust the Universe (which has been doing this longer than we have).
· Keep no enemies.
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